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Don’t miss the

DUH Convention
MD5M Convention May 2-4 • Shooting Star Casino, Mahnomen

Lions, Lioness & Leos:
The Dilworth, Ulen and Hitterdal Lions

Clubs (DUH) ofDistrict 5M 11 invite you to
the 89th Annual Multiple District 5M
Convention to be held May 2- 4,2008 at the
Shooting Star Event Center in Mahnomen,MN.

We are planning a convention you won’t
want to miss!  We will have stimulating
speakers, informative seminars, exciting
entertainment and more - all under one roof!

The Shooting Star Casino & Event
Center has been billed as “Northern
Minnesota’s premier gaming & convention
property.” The Hotel and & event center
boasts 390 hotel rooms, a 22,000 square foot

convention center, restaurants, snack bar,
lounge, swimming pool,shopping and gam-
ing. A beautiful RV Park is located on site.

Rooms will be $75 (US) per night - tax
included. RV spots at the Shooting Star
Campground will be $25 (US) per night.The
complete Hospitality Book Price will be
$109.00 that includes all meals and enter-
tainment.All reservations must be made
through the Dilworth-Ulen-Hitterdal Lions
Clubs using an official registration form.For
your convenience, Visa & MasterCard will
be accepted along with checks or cash.

You will be able to register on-line at
www.Dilworthlionsclub.info 

An updated list of registrants by Lions,
District,will be available on the website as well.

Your club is a member ofDistrict 5M9
which is one of 12 sub-districts which
makes-up Multiple District 5M.Come and
take part, in what goes on at this next level
of the Lion's organization. Come to the
DUH convention,it will be fun and inform-
ative.

Sincerely,
Dilworth/Ulen/Hitter dal Lions
2008 MD5M Convention Committee

Campaign SightFirst II Rally at the MD5M Convention
There will be a Campaign SightFirst II Rally Saturday
Morning, May 2nd 2008 at the Multiple Convention in
Mahnomen,MN. We all know that an important part
this Lions project is in the combat against preventable
blindness. We need your attendance and help to make

this rally successful.This is the last year ofthis project,
but there is still time for you and your club to take part
and make a difference.

Thank You
DUH Convention 2008

Register on-line for the MD5M Convention at

www.Dil worthlionsclub.info 



Thursday, May 1st
4:00 PM- 8:00 P.M. Registration for Council ofGovernor’s

Friday, May 2nd
7:00 A.M. Council ofGovernor’s Meeting     Richwood   

Committee Meeting for CG if needed

10:00 AM - 10:00 P.M. Registration
10:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Credentials
10:00 A.M. - 8:00 P.M. Raffle
12:00 noon Convention Committee Meetings for those needed
12:30 P.M. - 2:30 P.M. Vice District Governor Elect Training
Pine Bend
3:00 P.M. Opening business meeting           Convention Center

First Timers Meeting after
5:00 P.M. Past District Governor’s Banquet
Ogema/Waubun/WE/Na y/Rice Lk/Roy Lk
7:00 P.M. Memorial Service                          Convention Center
8:30 P.M. Social - Entertainment                  Convention Center

Saturday, May 3rd
6:30 A.M. Noon   Registration and Credentials
2:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Registration and Credentials
6:00 A.M. - 7:45 A.M Breakfast 
7:00 A.M- 7:00 P.M Raffle
7:45 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. Campaign SightFirst II Rally   Convention
Center
9:00 A.M. - 9:50   Seminar #1    Ballroom
10:00 A.M. - 10:50   Seminar #2   
11:00 A.M - 11:50   Seminar #3   
12:00 - 2:00 P.M. Lunch                          Convention Center

Hall of Fame
Peace Poster

12:00 - 2:00 P.M.
Leo’s Pizza Party - Poolside

2:30 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. 2nd Business Meeting     Ballroom
6:00 P.M. MD5M Banquet                        Convention Center

Entertainment

Sunday, May 4th
7:30 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. Voting    Rice Lk/Roy Lk
7:30 A.M. - 8:30 A.M. PDG Meeting
Ogema/WE/Waubun/Nay
8:00 A.M. - 9:30 A.M. Registration    
8:30 A.M. International Convention Information Meeting
Callaway/Pine Point
9:30 A.M. Sunday Brunch                         Convention Center

Leader Dog Speaker

MD5M Convention
Agenda  

Mahnomen, MN
May 2 - 4,2008

Council Chair Elect
Debra Harms

Council Chairman Bob Jechorek congratulates
Deborah Harms as the new Council Chair Elect.

But now is not the time to lose sight ofthe “Challenge to Grow”
goal. The key to our success lies in what we do in the next four
months. To keep the momentum going, I am issuing a special four-
month campaign called the 20/20 Membership Campaign Challenge.

The 20/20 Campaign will provide special recognition to District
Governors whose districts, between March 1 and June 30,add at least
one new club of 20 and show a 20 member improvement overall
compared to the January 2008 cumulative report.

Each Governor achieving the challenge will receive a special 20/20
Challenge Star Award commemorative plaque as well as recognition
in THE LION magazine and LCI Web site. There are 5 levels ofspe-
cial recognition as follows:

1 new club and a 20 member gain  = 1 Star Award
2 new clubs and a 40 member gain = 2 Star Award
3 new clubs and a 60 member gain = 3 Star Award
4 new clubs and a 80 member gain = 4 Star Award
5 new clubs and a 100 member gain = 5 Star Award

The 20/20 Campaign Challenge Awards are over and above the
“Challenge to Grow Awards.” In fact,your results in this 4-month
challenge will help you qualify for higher levels of recognition in the
“Challenge to Grow Awards” program.

Now is the time to set your sights on forming another a new club,
initiating a retention campaign and building membership in clubs
throughout the district.If we can keep the momentum going for the
next 120 days by responding to the 20/20 Campaign Challenge, we
will indeed achieve the most significant growth in recent history.
What a spectacular legacy that would be for our leadership year!

Sincerely,
Mahendra Amarasuriya,International President

‘Challenge to Grow’



Applications for the LEO
forum will now be accepted

until May 1st, 2008.
Forum chair, Al Fravert,
says the decision to
extend the deadline will
allow more young peo-

ple to be involved.
Fravert stressed,however,

that the May 1st deadline is
absolute. Leo clubs and young people

planning to attend are urged to secure their registration
as soon as possible.

In order to make planning for the event easier, the
committee is asking any Leo club to indicate their inten-
tion to attend and to send registration money in now. If
it is not possible to know exactly who will be attending,
just secure a place and send the participant's name later.

Fravert noted he has heard nothing but enthusiastic reac-
tion to the event but this has not translated into names
and money as yet. He hopes the decision to open the
event to non-Leos will generate more participants.

Registration forms and information  available on-line
at the MD5M website, www.lionsmd5m.org ; from
District Leo chairs, or from PDG Al Fravert, fraver-
tar@embarqmail.com or telephone 507-534-3282

Meanwhile fund raising for the event is reaching for
the $15000 goal.Just over $8000  has now been received.
Thanks to the 14 clubs and the 5 District councils who
sent donations. Just a small donation from each of the
remaining clubs in the multiple would put the fund over
the top! 

Send checks designated for the Leo Forum to
Executive Secretary, Bob Harms, MD5M Lions, 72530
CSAH 27,Dassel,MN 55325-2804

The Multiple LEO forum, planned for July 2008,is
now accepting applications from all young people aged
14-18. Originally proposed as a leadership forum for
Leo club members, the event is now open to any young
person  recommended by a Lions club who would like to
attend.

Recognizing that many Lions clubs  do not have an
associated  Leo club but may work with other youth
groups in a community, the committee decided to allow
non-Leo members to be a part of the event. Since this
is an experience and an opportunity which many young
people will enjoy and learn from,it makes sense to make
it as widely available as possible. Young people who are
not Leos may be inspired to return to their communities
and charter a Leo club.

Clubs who work with Air Cadets, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts or other youth groups are encouraged to make
applications for the Leo event available. Or why not send
a Lions family member?

The LEO forum is going to be an exciting opportuni-
ty  for the young people ofMD5M to come together for
four days of fun, learning and fellowship. Get an appli-
cation to someone you know. This event is an outstand-
ing bargain! Three nights accommodation and meals for
only $20 for Leo club members and advisors; $50 for

non members.
Leo advisors will have the opportunity to join in all

activities as well as participate in a leadership training
specifically for them.

The committee is very excited about this event and is
looking forward to welcoming the young people of
MD5M to Marshall in July.

LEO Forum deadline extended

LEO Forum open to all

Thursday, July 10
• Registration
• Welcome
• Leo Facts and funda-
mentals
• Team Building
• Social Mixer
Friday, July 11
• Leadership sessions
• Guest Speakers
• Experience &
Opportunity
Sessions
• Banquet
• Dance

Saturday, July 12
• Leadership sessions
• Additional
Experience’s &
Opportunity
• Bar B Q
• Team Challenges &
Presentation
• Dance
Sunday, July 13
• Closing Sessions
• Presentations
• Feedback and
Planning
• Farewell



Governor’s Friendship dinner celebration

The 2007-08 District Governor’s put on a skit for the District Governor Elects, “If a Lion I not be, A
___________,is what I would be.” We had a farmer, a dentists, a train conductor, a clown, a life guard, a
tennis pro, a beach bum and many more.

The 2008-09 District Governor Elects got ready for the coming trip to Bangkok,Thailand. The District
Governors hosted a festive dinner with a Thailand theme at the Council of Governors meeting in Roseville.



By 5M1PDG Jack Krage, Chair of
Convention Committee

As a Lion,we hear son much concerning
the different conventions that we are asked
to attend.You may be asking yourself;why
are there so many conventions and how can
I possibly take part in every one. In the next
few paragraphs, I will explain the different
conventions and their importance.

Lions Clubs International is divided into
the following tiers:

Lions Clubs
International
Convention–(Midsumme
r)

Elections are held for the selection ofthe
International President and the Vice
Presidents, as well as, the International
Directors. These elected officers,along with
the Presidents cabinet oversee the opera-
tions of Lions Clubs International.In addi-
tion, the incoming District Governors
receive their final training and in the final
stage of the convention are sworn into their
position,along with the elected internation-
al officers. At this convention, representa-
tives from all over the world are in atten-
dance. The occasion is very ostentatious and
an excellent opportunity to see the overall
scope ofLionism.One highlight ofthe con-
vention is the International Parade, where
the Lions from throughout the world march
in their native attire through the streets of
the convention city.

Multiple District
Convention  - (Spring)

Each multiple district consists ofseveral
districts, for instance, our district 5M1 has
12 districts. A multiple district convention
brings together Lions from throughout the
each of these individual districts. At this
convention, candidates for International
director are selected and decisions are made
concerning the operations of the multiple
district.These conventions are a great way
to meet fellow Lions from all over our mul-
tiple district and share ideas and stories with
each other.

District Convention -
(January or February)

At this convention,elections are held for
District Governor and Vice District
Governor. Business relating to the operation
of the district are discussed and voted on.
Again, this is an excellent opportunity to
broaden your knowledge of Lionism,and to
meet and mingle with Lions from surround-
ing communities.

Each convention offers excellent displays
and exhibits describing the many programs
endorsed by the Lions. Classes are held in all
facets ofLionism,such as:how to get new
members and retain them,how to make
meetings more fun and increase attendance
at those meetings, how to deal with the
changing needs ofour society. Classes and
speakers tell their stories ofhow Lions have
made a difference in their lives through:
cochlear implants, Leader or Service Dogs,

corneal transplants and the many other great
services and programs ofLions.

The convention tier allows information
to flow from the individual club to the dis-
trict, multiple district and International and
to flow from the highest level to the individ-
ual clubs. This is a fabulous organization and
through attending these conventions you
will be able to meet the leaders from
throughout the world and feel the scope and
magnitude ofLionism.

USA/CAN ADA
FORUM – (Late
Summer)

A forum is different from a convention
in that there is no decision making business
carried on here. The purpose ofa forum is
purely to educate and enrich your Lion expe-
rience. A forum offers world-class speakers
and trainers, wonderful exhibits and lots of
fun. This years Forum is in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan,Canada.

I encourage each and every Lion to make
it a point to attend each of these conven-
tions. I realize that this is a virtual impossi-
bility to travel to every one in one year. Make
plans to attend one convention each year.
You can start by traveling with us to the
Forum in Saskatoon,this year. Next year, the
International Convention is in Minneapolis,
MN. I guarantee you, if you attend those
two Lions functions, you will be eagerly
awaiting your next convention trip.

What’s in a convention for me?

Wednesday, February 20,2008 marked our sixth Campaign SightFirst II (CSFII)
Worldwide Report Day and a historic day for Lions around the world. Telephone calls
from 47 National/Multi-Na tional Coordinators revealed that Lions have raised more
than US$157.9 million for CSFII. Lions around the world and in your district are now

increasing their fund-raising efforts to
strive toward CSFII’s US$200 million challenge goal.

More than US$157.9 million
has been raised for CSFII



The Internal Revenue Service announced the launch of a simple
electronic filing system that small tax-exempt organizations may use
to comply with a new law requiring them to file an annual return.In
the past,small tax-exempt organizations generally were not required
to file Forms 990 or 990-EZ,the annual information returns for tax-
exempt organizations. But the Pension Protection Act of 2006
requires that tax-exempt organizations that normally have annual
gross receipts of$25,000 or less must file an electronic Form 990-
N, “Electronic Notice (e-Postcard) for Tax-Exempt Organizations
not Required to File Form 990- or 990-EZ,” f or tax years beginning
in 2007.

The Form 990-N is required under the new law to be filed elec-
tronically. “Filing Form 990-N electronically will help make this
process easier for tax-exempt organizations,” said Richard Spires,
IRS Deputy Commissioner for Operations Support. “Like our other
e-file options, this process is fast and reduces the chance for making
errors.”

Filing the e-Postcard is free and easy. To file, small tax-exempt
organizations will need only a few basic pieces ofinformation: the
organization’s employer identification number, its tax year, legal
name and  mailing address, any other names used,an Internet
address ifone exists, the name and address ofa principal officer and
a statement confirming the organization’s annual gross receipts are
normally $25,000 or less.

“The information on the form, which will be available to the

public, will help ensure that potential donors have the basic infor-
mation they need about the organization,” said Lois G. Lerner, the
director of the IRS' Exempt Organizations Division.

The due date for filing Form 990-N is the 15th day of the fifth
month after the close ofthe tax year. This means, for example, that
an organization whose most recent tax year ended on Dec. 31,2007,
must file Form 990-N by May 15,2008.The new law provides that
organizations that do not file Form 990-N for three consecutive
years will lose their tax-exempt status.

“Because this new filing requirement is a big change for small tax-
exempt organizations, we have made a special effort to reach out and
work with the tax-exempt community to let affected organizations
know about it,” Lerner said.

The IRS also has launched a disclosure site on IRS.gov where the
public can view a particular organization’s e-Postcard.

The IRS is encouraging everyone -- individual volunteers, tax
practitioners and larger organizations -- to spread the word about
the new e-Postcard reporting requirement.“People do a lot to help
their communities by volunteering their time and money to local
charities. We’re asking them to also offer a helping hand by making
sure that charities  know about the law change,” Lerner said.

Further information, including frequently asked questions and
educational materials, are available on the charities and non-profits
section ofIRS.gov.

E-Postcard filing now available on
IRS.gov for small tax-exempt organizations

You’re wanted in
Saskatoon in 2008

Now is the time to register for the 32nd Annual
USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum. September 18-20,
2008,Saskatoon,Saskatchewan,Canada.

The theme is “Everyday Heroes Performing Miracles
Through Service.” There will be over 64 different seminars to
learn from, but most of all is the opportunity to exchange
ideas with Lions, Lioness and Leos from all parts of North

American.
The goal for MD5M  is to have 300 Lions, Lioness and

Leos attending this Forum.
You can register on line at www.usacanadalionsforum.org

or contact your District Governor or Lion Bert Nelson at
bertnelson@lakesplus.com or 218-385-3956

The goal is 300 Lions, Lioness
and Leos from MD5M

‘Make your plans to attend today’


