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These are tough times. The worldwide
economic crisis has created hardship for
some in even the most prosperous nations
and made life harder in places where it was
already hard enough.Naturally,this gives Lions
a new set ofneeds, including one you may not
have thought of– the need to serve.

In every community people searching for
ways to help others through hands-on
action. It all comes down to the universal
human need to be relevant – to make a dif-
ference in our world.

Lions Clubs International (LCI) is, of
course, uniquely positioned to help meet this
need and I believe we must work as hard at
it as we do to help end blindness and our
other humanitarian efforts. That means
meeting or exceeding the membership goals
we set together in Bangkok last July.

Please remind the clubs in your district
that the most powerful recruitment and
retention tool are strong service projects. To
remain relevant Lions must address the most
pressing needs in their communities. They
must be innovative and unafraid to take on big
projects and even projects on a global scale.

In my travels as international president I
have seen some astounding examples ofour
miracles of service. In Germany hundreds
of children from around the world, many
injured terribly by war and violence, have a
place to go and heal.They live at the Peace
Village in Oberhausen while receiving med-
ical treatment they could not possibly receive
at home. Many, for the first time, are spend-
ing months in a peaceful,safe environment.

In Africa, I met a 26-year-old woman
whose sight had been restored by a corneal
transplant.She cried tears of joy because she
could see her children clearly for the first
time. Lions performed this miracle.

And in North America,Lions partnered
with local doctors and dentists to provide
medical and dental services for more than
1,500 people who could not afford it. The
event may well have saved the lives ofsome,
but it also helped create a happy future.
After a dentist treated her, one young
woman looked in the mirror and exclaimed,
“Now I can smile at my wedding!”

As Lions ofthe 21st century we must be
relevant in all ways, including operations and
communications. As part of our effort to
leverage the power of technology and new
media,LCI has established a presence on
Facebook, the social networking Web site
that serves more than 150 million people
worldwide. Please become a “fan” of the
Lions Club page by visiting (www.face-
b o o k . c o m / p age s / L i o n s - C l u b s -
International/27922222491 ).You will be
able to view videos and photos, keep up with
international events and read messages from
other Lions around the world.

(To be sure that you are at the official
LCI Facebook page,please copy the Web
address from this newsletter and paste it into
your browser, then bookmark the page.)

LCI also is greatly improving its Web site
to make it easier to use and more informa-
tive. You will be able to find what you need
much faster. It will be easier to find a
resource, file a report or get the latest news.

In closing, I urge you in these difficult
times to continue to meet the needs ofyour
community. Give your community members
the best possible opportunities to serve.
They deserve it. Your community and the
world requires it.And clubs in your district
will benefit greatly from it.

Sincerely,President Al

More Information:
New Lions Clubs International Web Site

to Debut in March
As part of a major branding initiative,

Lions Clubs International is launching a new
Web site. The new Web site will explain who
Lions are and what we do. Make it easier to
find information – and complete tasks –
quickly. And tell the Lions’story clearly and
dramatically in pictures and in words. The
new site will have familiar sections, including
About Lions, The Foundation and News
and Events. There will also be new sections,
including:

• Our Impact will include stories and pho-
tos that show how Lions make a difference.
Plus, “Tips and Tools” for Lions projects.

• Member Center will provide operational
information that Lions need to do service
projects. And manage clubs and districts.

• Online Community will allow you to
connect with other Lions on MySpace and
Facebook.And share your stories and photos.

To learn more about the new Lions Clubs
International Web site, please read the
March 2009 edition ofLION Magazine.

Searching for ways to help others

President Al Brandel



Accommodations
Each registrant is responsible for arranging their lodging
A block of rooms at the Sheraton Bloomington

Hotel, Minneapolis South (convention location) has
been set aside at "convention" rates until 5:00 pm April
7, 2009. Reservations after that date and time will be
accepted on a space and rate availability basis only.
Convention and room parking is free and plentiful!
Rooms can be reserved by contacting the hotel at:

Sheraton Bloomington Hotel
7800 Normandale Blvd.

Bloomington, Minnesota 55439
Phone 952-835-7800
USD $109 plus tax

In addition, a personalized website for hotel reserva-
tions for the 2009 Convention has been created. Access
the site to learn more about the event or to book,mod-
ify, or cancel a room reservation from April 08,2008 to
April 07,2009. To access the hotel website, copy and
paste the following link into a web browser:

http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/5M

Other hotels and motels are also available in the
immediate area. Information on area hotels and area
events can be obtained by contacting:

Bloomington Convention & Visitors Bureau
7900 International Drive,Suite 990
Bloomington, Minnesota  55425

1-866-435-7425 | Fax 952-858-8854
http://www .bloomingtonmn.org/accommoda-

tions2.asp

RV Parking and campground information in the
Minneapolis / St Paul metro area can be obtained from
the Explore Minnesota website at:
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/lodging/camp-
sites/index.aspx
Just select Metro in the “choose a region” box and click
on search for a listing ofmetro area RV sites.

2009 Convention Contacts
Lion Mik e Rardin @ 952-930-0136
PCC Vern Harjes @ 952-929-7047

Don’t miss the fun!
2009 MD5M CONVENTION

MAY 1 - 3 BLOOMINGT ON, MINNESO TA
Lions, Lioness, Leos & Guests:

The St.Louis Park Lions Club ofDistrict 5M5 invites you
to the 90th Annual Multiple District 5M Convention to be
held May 1-3,2009 at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel in
Bloomington,Minnesota.

We are planning a convention you won’t want to miss! We
will have stimulating speakers, informative seminars, exciting
entertainment and more - all under one roof - with unlimit-
ed free parking!  To view a briefvideo ofthe things we have
planned,go to www.lionsmd5m.org, click on 2009 MD5M
convention information, then click on the video.

Rooms will be $109 (US) per night – taxes and fees extra.
Room reservations are to be made directly with the Sheraton
Bloomington Hotel.Please see the Accommodations sheet
on this website for detailed information on Hotel reserva-

tions, other area hotels, RV parking, and area attractions.
The Hospitality Book Price, purchased before March 1,

2009,has been set at $120 and includes all meals and enter-
tainment.Convention registrations should be made through
the St.Louis Park Lions Club using the official registration
form which can be downloaded from this website. Due to a
variety ofreasons, credit cards will no longer be accepted for
convention registration. Registrations should be accompa-
nied with check or cash.

Come to the 2009 Convention,it will be informative,fun,
and entertaining! 

Sincerely,
St.Louis Park Lions 
2009 MD5M Convention Committee 



Saturday Night Enter taiment
David Malmberg

When David
Malmberg takes the
stage,he doesn’t
come alone. Using
the classic art of ven-
triloquism,David
makes many very
interesting and very
funny characters
come to life.It’s hard
to believe these char-
acters aren’t actually
talking. David can
make sounds and
voices appear out of
virtually anywhere.It’s a special treat to watch David
work and watch a truly professional ventriloquist do
his craft.David also happens to be a very accom-
plished classical guitarist.Great music, great comedy,
and great ventriloquism are all part of an evening
with David Malmberg.

At the Multiple Convention,there will be a silent auc-
tion with the proceeds going to the Diabetes
Foundation.

All clubs and/or individuals are welcome to donate
items for the auction.The more items that are received,
the better and more fun the auction will be.

Please send smaller items directly to the Convention
Chairperson:Lion Mike Rardin, 14331 Wellington Rd,
Wayzata MN  55391

If you have a larger item to donate that you will bring
with you, please send Lion Mike the information about
the donation and about how much space might be need-
ed to display it.

With all donations, please include who the donor is so
that proper recognition for the donation can be made.

Lion Mike’s e-mail address is
mrardin@stlouispark.org and his phone number is
952.930.0136

Silent Auction items
needed at the MD5M

convention

LCIF is working with local Lions to respond to the devastating
bush wildfires that spread across southern Australia.LCIF is work-
ing with Lions in Victoria,southern Australia,to assess the situation
and determine a course of action as well as emergency needs. As
clean up from this disaster is still ongoing, information is continuing
to be sent to LCIF. As we receive more information and additional
needs, we will continue to update this Web page to keep you
informed.Our thoughts are with Lions and those affected by this
tragedy. We are saddened to learn that three Marysville Lions Club
members are among the deceased and four others remain missing.

Police have so far confirmed 181 deaths as the fires ripped across
the southern state of Victoria,but the final death toll is expected to
be well over 200 people, as many people remain missing. A 60-mile-
long fire front decimated several hillside towns northeast of
Melbourne. More than 900 houses were destroyed and some 7,000
people have appealed for assistance. High winds and a decades-long
drought in the area are making the fires difficult to extinguish.

LCIF has awarded a US$100,000 major catastrophe grant in addi-
tion to US$30,000 total in emergency grants to Districts 201-V3,V5
and V14. LCIF has established an “Australian Wildfire Disaster”
designed fund for donors wishing to contribute directly to this dis-
aster. The funds will be used by Lions in Australia to provide relief
supplies to displaced families and assist in rebuilding efforts.
Donations from U.S. residents are tax deductible.

Mail a check to LCIF. Make the check payable to LCIF and write
“Australian Wildfire Disaster”in the memo field.Send the check to LCIF,
300 W.22nd St.,Oak Brook,IL 60523,USA,Attn.:Donor Services.

Make a credit card donation with a MasterCard,Visa or American

Express by calling LCIF at 630-571-5466,ext. 517 or 581.Call
between 8 a.m.and 4:30 p.m.CST.

Donate online at www.lcif.org/donate. Select Disaster and in the
notes field,include “Australian Wildfire Disaster.”

Lions throughout Australia are responding and have launched
their Lions Alert program.Within the first hour of the initial fire
report Lions were being marshalled to assist the State Emergency
Services and other Emergency Service organizations, and the Red
Cross, in each affected Zone. Lions are receiving full cooperation
from each Municipal Council and will be given a full list ofall the
damage in order to direct efforts as they move into the recovery
phase. Lions have in place arrangements for cleaning up work, per-
sonal assistance to victims, fencing, livestock fodder, agistment,and
other areas as they arise.

The Australian Lions Foundation has donated $25,000 for relief
as well as posted a list ofneeds and an appeal for additional assis-
tance on their Web site at http://www.lionsclubs.org.au/alf/. All
Districts in MD201 have started district appeals and funds, clothing,
and other relief supplies are being channelled through the “V”
Districts as quickly as possible. International Director Ken Bird in
Australia is helping oversee relief efforts between MD202 and
MD307.The Gympie Lions Club has donated $10,000 for relief, and
the Ballina Lions Club has set up collection sites throughout their
community to collect needed emergency relief items. The
Sunnybank Lions Club has donated $500 for the fires and $500 for
flooding in Ingham.The Masterton Lions Club in New Zealand has
also started a collection in the community.

Lions, LCIF Respond to Australia Fires







VOLUNTEER OPPOR TUNITIES
The Host Committee has been busy identifying our

volunteer needs and defining job responsibilities. We
estimate over 800 volunteers will be needed to accom-
modate our guests. Volunteers will be needed for:
Airport & Hotel Greeters; Sergeant-At-Arms; Host
Information

Booth; Merchandise Booth;Parade Marshals;
Interpreters;Transportation; and DGE School.

We invite you to visit our website at
www.2009LionsConvention.org. The website now
includes a section to register for volunteering. The navi-

gation area on the left side ofthe main page has a but-
ton labeled “Volunteer Info”. Click on this to arrive at
the Volunteer Home Page. You will need the User ID :
5MLionsand Password: Volunteer. You may complete
and submit the form on-line or you may download the
form and either fax or mail the form to the Volunteer
Recruiting Chair. With your information, we can keep
you informed about volunteer opportunities.

Please note that some ofthe jobs may involve certain
physical requirements such as the

ability to stand for a long time, be subject to the July
heat, or the ability to carry heavy objects.

Lions Clubs International Convention
July 6 - 10,2009,Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Host Committee is pleased to announce that camp
ground RV sites will be available at the Minnesota State
Fairgrounds. The camp ground site is located at the southwest
corner of Snelling Avenue North and Hoyt Avenue on the
north side ofthe Fairgrounds. The the website contains a map
of the Fairgrounds and the location of the camp sites.

http://www.mnstatefair.org/pages/fairgrounds_map.html 

A shuttle will run between the camp site and the convention
center. The following page contains the reservation form.The
form may be downloaded and mailed to the Camper
Committee Chairpersion.77 camp sites are available on a first
come, first served basis so get your reservation in early.

2009 Convention Camper Info

Late breaking
Convention

item
Many of our Lions are trying to register on-line for the
LCI Convention,are being charged $130 rather than
$100,and cancelling their on-line registration. The
$100 is a special price for MD5M Lions only and is not
programmed into the website.

For our members to get this special registration
price, they must do the following:

1.Download a LCI Convention Registration Form
from the LCI website.
2.Fill out the form to mail to LCI. Write
“Volunteer” on the top ofthe form.
3.Put “$100” for the registration fee in bold colored
letters or highlight it in yellow.
4.Put “MD5M” in the District Lion in bold colored
letters or highlight it in yellow.
5.That way whoever processes your form will know
the special pricing for MD5M Lions.
6.You may also put a note or a post-it note on the
mailed form stating you are a MD5M Lion and
get special pricing.

Lions Night
at the Ballgame
Come see the Minnesota Twins play against the
New York Yankees on Wednesday, July 8, 2009.
Increase awareness about Lions and raise money
for a great cause at the same time! Tickets are
US$20 or US$29 each, a savings of US$5 or US$7
off the normal ticket price, with US$3 from each
ticket purchase donated to LCIF. A special pre-
game presentation will honor Lions, and the Lions
Michigan All-State band will perform the National
Anthem. See the flyer for more details and how to
order tickets.



We now have a commitment from JIM LUPIENT to
donate 35 cars for the International Parade. We now need
approximately 40 drivers for these cars. I am asking that
PDG's volunteer for this service. The apparel for the driv-
ers will be Blue District Governor jackets, white shirt, tie,
Lions Pin and name tag. The Parade is on July 7th,2009.
Each volunteer must have a valid Drivers License, and we
will need a picture of same. You should also have proof
of Insurance.

If you are interested,please go to the Volunteer Form
and fill it out,and check off “Transportation.”

Parade drivers needed

Check out the
events that are
available on the
next four
pages..
golfing,
sight seeing
the
Mississippi, a
river dinner
cruise, or
watching our
own Minnesota
Twins battle
the New York
Yankees

We will need approximately 20 Vans or large Cars with
drivers to pick up dignitaries from the Airport and bring
them to their Hotel,and to return them to the airport
when the festivities are over. At this time it appears that
most of the dignitaries will arrive on 6/27/09 and
6/28/09. We do not have an itinerary at this time, so the
exact schedule will not be known till 4 to 6 weeks ahead
of their arrival.

We will be returning them to the Airport on 7/11/09
and 7/12/09. However there will be some that will need
rides at different times and we must be able to accommo-
date them.

We also will need a couple Cargo Vans or Pickups with
camper tops on them for luggage.

If you have a vehicle that would be able to fill these
needs and are willing to be a driver, please go to the
Volunteer form and fill it out and check “Transportation.”

The attire for these drivers will be:suit coat/sport coat,
white shirt, tie, Lions Pin and a Name Tag.

All vehicles must be clean and in good running order.

Airport drivers needed

International
Convention host
Committee is seeking
Volunteers for driving











Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter will dedicate the “Gift of
Sight” statue on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at Lions Clubs
International headquarters,300 W. 22nd St.,Oak Brook.The statue
symbolizes Lions Clubs International Foundation’s (LCIF) ongoing
collaborative efforts to combat preventable blindness and is a gift to
Lions from The Carter Center.

The bronze statue depicts a child leading a man blinded by river
blindness. For hundreds ofyears, a child leading a blind elder has
been the fate of families stricken with river blindness, or onchocer-
ciasis, in Africa and Latin America.

The dedication of the statue is part of a two-day symposium at
Lions Clubs International headquarters where leading sight and
health organizations from around the world will gather to discuss
positive youth development and blindness prevention.A Lions club
member, President Carter has long joined Lions in their fight to save
and restore sight.

“Rosalynn and I have seen the devastating effects that blinding
diseases have on individuals and their families. The Carter Center
and Lions Clubs International Foundation, along with other vital
partners,are working to preserve the vision ofmillions ofpeople in
Africa and the Americas,” said Carter Center Founder President
Carter. “Thanks to these coordinated efforts, river blindness is near-
ly eliminated from the Western Hemisphere.”

LCIF recently completed a three-year global fundraising cam-
paign,raising $203 million to continue and expand LCIF’s SightFirst
program worldwide. Fifty million will fund projects to combat
emerging threats to sight in the U.S. and other developed countries,
such as conditions related to diabetes, low vision and glaucoma.
More than $100 million will support programs that control and
eliminate the major causes ofblindness, such as river blindness,
cataract and trachoma.The remaining $50+ million will fund sup-
port new research initiatives and rehabilitation.

LCIF has a long his-
tory of partnering with
The Carter Center and
Merck & Co, Inc. to
fight river blindness.
Through these joint
efforts, experts predict
river blindness will be
eliminated in Latin
America by the year
2012.

“It is a great honor
to have former
President Jimmy Carter
dedicate this symbolic
statue,” said Lions
Clubs International
President, Albert
Brandel.“This partner-
ship program is pre-
venting and eliminating
blindness around the
world, and Lions are
proud to take a hands-
on approach.”

Currently river
blindness is prevalent in Latin America and Africa and is transmit-
ted by the bite ofa black fly. The disease is often blinding but can
be treated through medication.Merck has donated 600 million doses
of this medicine through its MECTIZAN Donation Program to
LCIF and other partners,and LCIF has awarded more than $30 mil-
lion to The Carter Center for river blindness and other eye disease
control programs through the Lions-Carter Center SightFirst
Initiative.Lions play a vital local role in the programs, helping edu-
cate people on the diseases, distributing the drug and providing for
eye health training and equipment.

“We are very proud to be a part of this global partnership effort
to help eliminate river blindness,” said Dr. Vlad Hogenhuis, Senior
Vice President ofNeuroscience and Ophthalmics at Merck & Co.,
Inc. “Merck is committed to vision care and improving the lives of
patients around the world through research, development and deliv-
ery of breakthrough medications.”

Partnerships with leading NGOs and corporations play a key role
in enabling Lions to promote and expand the global humanitarian
effort to combat preventable blindness.

The statue was commissioned by The Carter Center Board Chair,
John Moores. The sculptor, R.T. “Skip” Wallen,internationally rec-
ognized sculptor and printmaker from Juneau,Alaska volunteered
his time to produce the original bronze study. Other life-size cast-
ings of the “Gift of Sight”statue are located at The Carter Center
in Atlanta and Merck & Co, Inc. Headquarters in Whitehouse
Station, New Jersey,as well as four additional locations worldwide.

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter Dedicates “Gift of
Sight” Statue at Lions Clubs International Headquarters in

Recognition of Lions’ Blindness Prevention Efforts
Lions pledge additional $203 million to continue to fight preventable blindness

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and Lions President, Al
Brandel,during ribbon cutting

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter
and Lions International President
Brandel at press conference


