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March 2006-- newsfor the Lions of MD5M

SightFirst and Campaign SightFirst Il Savethe
Sight of Milli ons Worldwide

It is a stark fact. One child goes blind every minute. More
than half a million will lose their sight in a single year. This
extraordinary tragedy is magnified by the fact that most
blindness in children is preventable or reversible.

As tragic as it is, childhood blindness makes up only a part of
the worldwide vision crisis. Millions have their lives darkened
by cataract, millions suffer from low-vision, millions are
threatened by glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy and millions
more are in danger from diseases like trachoma and river
blindness. In fact, the World Health Organization warns that
the world’s blind population could double from 37 million to
74 million by 2020.

Lions’ response to these dire predictions is Campaign
SightFirst II. By raising a minimum of US$150 million to
continue and expand the SightFirst program, Lions will stem
this tide of darkness.

SightFirst, launched in 1990 has been one of the most
effective blindness prevention and sight restoration program
the world has ever known. Through SightFirst, Lions have:

provided more than 4.6 million low-cost cataract
surgeries,

built or expanded 258 eye hospitals and clinics,
upgraded 300 eye centers with modern equipment,
and

provided training and education for 68,000
ophthalmologists, ophthalmic nurses, and other
professional eye-care workers.

SightFirst is not only effective, it is amazingly efficient. On
average, about every US$6 in donations has resulted in a
person with vision restored or saved from blindness — more
than 24 million since 1990.

SightFirst's three-part strategic plan defines the Campaign
Sight First 1l fund-raising goals. The Campaign seeks
US$100 million to combat leading causes of blindness such
as cataract, trachoma and river blindness and US$50 million
to attack emerging threats to sight such as glaucoma,
diabetic retinopathy, low vision and the skyrocketing
incidence of childhood blindness. The Lions, true to their
cause, have established an additional US$50 million
challenge goal to help establish vision for all by extending
their leadership in research, rehabilitation and reaching out to
those parts of society that are especially vulnerable — the
poor, the very old and the very young.

The Campaign was officially launched at the Lions Clubs
International Convention in Hong Kong last summer and is
the association’s top fund-raising priority until it climaxes at
the International Convention in Bangkok in 2008. Intensive
fund raising will begin worldwide in July 2006.

For more information:

Campaign Sightfirst Il websiteiswww.lions-csfii.org

Campaign newsfor 2nd VP

Candidate PID RossThorfinnson
--DG Bert Nelson, Campaign PR Chair

Rally for Rossin Rochester!!!

April 28-30, 2006 is the weekend for the 5M Multiple
Convention in Rochester, MN. It is also the place where Lion
PID Ross Thorfinnson’s campaign for 2" International VP
will get a jump start with a rally. Music provided by a Dixie
band and a silent auction will be part of the rally Saturday
morning. The blue shirts, that will be our multiple uniform in



upcoming conventions, will also be available for sale. The
Lions of MD5M can come together and support PID Ross
and Lynda and have a great time!

The campaign committee is asking for donated items for the
silent auction. Clubs and/or individuals that would like to
donate an item can contact PDG Julie Carlblom 507-365-
8073, email: Julie@epmsoft.com or PDG Mary Ferleman
507-373-8702, email: tomar73@charter.net We thank you in
advance for you donations.

The multiple convention is a good place to meet Lions from
Minnesota, Manitoba and NW Ontario and learn what we can
do in Lions through seminars, speakers, etc. There is still
time to register. Your club president or district governor can
give you the information/forms needed to register. Bring
along a fellow Lion who has never been to a multiple
convention. Come and meet PID Ross and Lynda
Thorfinnson. Have fun!

While you are registering for the multiple convention, please
consider the International Convention in Boston at the end of
June. The Lions website http://www.lionsclubs.org has
information about the International Convention and
connecting sites that are available for you to explore the city
of Boston. You can register on line for the convention.

Leadership/Development, Public Relations, Leo Clubs,
Newsletters and Membership Retention round out the
Saturday morning events.

Saturday afternoon activities after lunch in the Exhibit Hall
include the business meeting from 2 — 5, cash bar prior to
the banquet at 6pm. The banquet begins at 7pm, with
entertainment to follow at 9pm.

The MD5M Rochester convention committee chaired by
PDG Dudley Parsons have put together an exciting, fun and
informative weekend for all Lions, Lioness and Leos who will
be attending. For registration and lodging information, please
log on to http://www.lionsmd5m.org and click on the 2006
MD5M Convention link on the left side of the page. There,
you will find registration forms and lodging information.

MD5M Convention 428-30/2006

Don’t miss out on the fun and excitement during the MD5M
2006 Convention to be held in Rochester, Minnesota Friday
April 28 — Sunday April 30 2006, at the Mayo Civic Center.

Lions of Minnesota, Manitoba and NW Ontario welcome our
international guest for the weekend, Past International
President James Ervin. PIP James Ervin of Albany, Georgia,
USA, served as president of The International Association of
Lions Clubs following his election at the association's 82nd
International Convention, held in San Diego, California, USA,
June 28-July 2, 1999. What a great opportunity for us as
Lions, Lioness and Leos, to meet, visit and hear PIP James
Ervin’'s message during the banquet on Saturday night.

On Friday, there will be an open business meeting followed
by the PDG’s reception. At 8pm the Memorial Service will
take place in the auditorium followed by entertainment at
9pm.

At 7am Saturday morning, there will be a breakfast buffet
and 2" Vice President campaign rally for PID Ross
Thorfinnson. It's sure to be an exciting time for all Lions.
Then, informative seminars begin at 8:30am about
Campaign Sightfirst Il, Lions Quest, Mission 30,

Fergus Falls Marching Band to represent
MD5M at Lions International Convention in
Boston this year By Pcc Keith Johnson

The Fergus Falls High School Marching Band will be “sharing
the Pride” of Multiple District 5M, when they take to the
streets of Boston during this year’s Lions International
Convention June 30 - July 4, 2006.

The MD5M Council of Governors has voted to give the
marching band a $5000.00 honorarium to march for MD5M
in Boston. This is a small portion of the cost for this band to
march in Boston. At a minimum it would be $650.00 per
student with a presumed cost of $78000.00. We are asking
for donations from all Lions Clubs in MD5M to help defray
expenses for these young people who will represent our
multiple with a first class effort. Clubs should think at least
$50.00 to $100.00, as a donation and more would surely be
appreciated.

Please make your check out to the Fergus Falls High School
Marching Band, then send your donations to:

PCC Keith Johnson
626 Turnberry Lane
Litchfield, Minnesota 55355-3200

Donations received as of 2/14/06:

Laporte-Benedict Lions Club, - $100.00
Nisswa Lions — $500.00

Rosemount Lions, $100.00

Dalton Lions — $500.00

Parkers Prairie Lions Club — $250.00
Hitterdal Area Lions — $50.00



Bluffton Lions — $100.00

Underwood Lions — $500.00

Underwood Lioness — $200.00

Elizabeth Lions - $200.00

Battle Lake Lions — $250.00

Fergus Falls Daybreakers Lions — $319.75
Dent Lions — $50.00

Cuyuna Range Lions — $150.00

Perham Lakes Lions — $100.00

Urbank Lions — $100.00

Total as of 2/14/06 - $3469.75
Please consider making a donation to the Fergus Falls
Marching Band for representing our Multiple District in

Boston at this year’s International Convention.

Thank you Lions and Lioness Clubs for your support of the
Fergus Falls Marching Band.

5M11 District Governor receves
civic award

5M11 DG James Strandlie was named Volunteer of the Year
at the Thief River Falls Chamber of Commerce annual
banquet held on January 9, 2006. As a Northland Community
and Technical College faculty member, DG Jim Strandlie has
been instrumental in establishing a Service Learning
program at the school that enables students to work on
projects cooperatively with local community organizations.
These activities benefit the community as a whole. Through
his current role as District 5M11 Governor of the Lions Club,
as well as past president of the St. Hilaire Lions club, DG Jim
has increased awareness of the Lions’ service activities
through the district. Like his service to the region through the
Lions Club, many of DG Jim's volunteer efforts and
contributions have improved the quality of life in the
community. His activities include participation in performing
arts, being a driver for Home Delivered Meals, a volunteer for
the Salvation Army, being a volunteer driver for two people in
the community who are blind, and a mentor for the Little
Brother/Little Sister Program. He currently serves as vice
president of the Thief River Falls Concert Association, and
as a member of his church council. “Whether it is
participating in community theater, serving as a role model
for children, or assisting handicapped individuals with their
day-to-day activities, Jim’s leadership qualities, enthusiasm,
and willingness to help his fellow man should be
commended. This award for community volunteerism is one
that he richly deserves,” according to outgoing Thief River
Falls Chamber of Commerce Chairman Dr. Jim Langland.

Kids Against Hunger - Lions and
Leos work together

(L-R) Members of the Montevideo Leos Club: VP Brett
Runia, Kortney Rhode, Pres. Amanda Bertrand, Sec. Brenda
Lindblom, Chris Suter

On January 27, 2006, the Montevideo Leo Club along with 79
Lions and Leos from 5M4 packaged meals for the Kids
Against Hunger project as part of their service at the 5M4
MidWinter Convention held in Alexandria. After packaging
over 20,700 meals, these energetic youth loaded the meals
and all the packaging equipment into the truck to begin its
journey to help appease hunger in third world countries. The
following morning the youth presented a seminar to Lions on
the formation of their club and the satisfaction they have
received in giving service to others less fortunate. This Leo
Club was chartered in December 2004 and has completed 7
projects.

(Thanks to Lion Marge Demaree for photo and article)

Lions night with the Timberwolves

You'll have a howling good time when the Minnesota
Timberwolves take on the Jazz, Friday April 7th at Target
Center in Minneapolis. There’s still time to get your tickets for
Lions Night. $10.00 from every ticket will go to the Minnesota
Lions Eye Bank and Children’s Hearing projects. Go to
www.lionsmd5m.org/timberwolves_game.htm for more
information and how to order tickets



WinonaNoonLions and Boy Scout
Troop 6Fill Christmas Boxes

Winona Noon Lions with the help of Boy Scout Troop 6 filled
450 food boxes. These boxes will be distributed by Winona
Volunteer Services to the families that are less fortunate.
Approximately 45 volunteers worked packing the boxes of
food, which contain the fixings for an entire Christmas dinner.

March 18 - 19 2006 Council of Governors meeting -
Radisson Hotel in Roseville, Minnesota

April 7 2006 Lions Day at the Minnesota Timberwolves
April 28 - 30 2006 MD5M Convention in Rochester, MN
June 30 - July 4 2006 !nternational Convention Boston, MA

Public Relations - Ideas for you

Does your club have a Public Relations person? If not, get
one now! If they need training, have them, or even a member
of your club attend the Public Relations Seminar that will be
held at the Multiple District 5M convention April 28 - 30 2006
at Rochester. If you need immediate help, please don't
hesitate to give me a call or email.

Newd etter Contest winner

Congratulations to Lion VDGE Deb Harms, who did not find
the exclamation point in the February newsletter and told me
there wasn't one used incorrectly. She was right. It was a
gag. | purposely omitted it from February’s newsletter. Lion
VDGE Deb’s name was randomly drawn from the correct
guesses to win this month’s prize.

It's fun to be unpredictable, don’t you think?

For winning the February newsletter contest, Lion VDGE Deb
receives a stuffed roaring lion. Congratulations and thank
you for reading The Lions’Roar MD5M newsletter.

To qualify for the random drawing of the correct
guesses, you must email me back with the location of

the exclamation pointthat is used incorrectly.

Look for it in this issue and get your entry in today!

Email your entry to: atbailey@midwestinfo.net

|mportant Dates to remember

March 15 - 17 2006 DGE Training Location Radisson Hotel
in Roseville, Minnesota

The Last Word

For those that may not know, Lion Allen Bailey, MD5M PR
Chair and The Lions’Roar newsletter editor has been elected
Vice District Governor Elect for District 5M8. | appreciate all
the support I've gotten from all Lions in my district and from
Lions in other districts in the multiple that know me. Your
encouragement and kind words mean a lot to Terri and I. We
thank you for that.

If you or another Lions member have or will be changing
your email address, please send me an email with the
change!

VDGE Allen Bailey

MD5M Public Relations Chair
5M8 Publicity Co-Chair
2005-2006



